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	Fast Fact             The RtI Network’s weekly poll shows that 83% of people consider their RtI knowledge to be “minimal to none.”          
Fast Fact             This information came from “LD News,” the National Center for Learning Disabilities monthly newsletter.           

[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]
	New RtI Website is Wonderful Resource
The National Center for Learning Disabilities currently has an RtI initiative titled RtI Action Network that just launched a brand new website, www.RTINetwork.org The RtI Action Network is dedicated to the effective implementation of Response to Intervention nationwide.  The site features content on implementing RtI from preschool through secondary levels and includes detailed information for administrators, teachers, specialists, and families.  In the “Connect With Others” section there are several different networking opportunities for you to talk to colleagues across the nation.  For example, if you access the “Blog” you are able to read current RtI articles & post your comments for others to see.  On the “RtI Discussion Board” you can post your RtI related questions for others to answer, and in “Ask the Experts” you can ask a question for nationally renowned experts to answer.  “Voices From the Field” allows you to read how others have had success implementing RtI.  In the “Professional Development” section of the website, you can watch online videos & podcasts dealing with RtI.  You can also access RtI related “Webinars,” which are online training sessions, and participate in “RtI Talks,” which are text-based discussions that allow you to post your questions.  RtI Network even includes things such as “Weekly Polls,” a “Glossary” of featured terms, and “Getting Started” and “Essential Components” sections.  This website is full of useful information for beginners in RtI to advanced implementers, which is just one of the many reasons you should check it out today!
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               Find out how to sign up for the “RtI Action Update” newsletter in the Resource of 

               the Month section of this newsletter.  
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April 23rd, 2008

May 13th, 2008
May 30th, 2008
July 28-29, 2008

Role of the Problem Solving Team - Toluca                                      Building Team Roles & Leadership – Urbana                       Data Protocol & all Sign-In Sheets due to Christy                          Summer Core Team Training – Embassy Suites, East Peoria 
Summer 2008 Large Scale Training Locations:

         All 5 Modules: Macomb & Charleston

         Overview Module Only:  Danville, Edwards & Lincoln

               (More detailed information can be found at www.illinoisaspire.org )
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Fast Fact              This idea came from Bob Pike’s book,        50 Creative Training Openers & Energizers (Innovative Ways to Start Your Training With a BANG!)
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Fast Fact                  The RtI Network’s target audiences are principals, classroom teachers, special education teachers, related service providers and parents.
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	This Month’s Creative Teaching Strategy

Are you looking for a creative way to start a new unit?  If so, Eye Openers are for you.  Eye Openers can be used with any subject area and work best when they are done with brand new material.  Below are the steps you’ll need to follow to do an Eye Opener with your students.

Before the Students Arrive:
-Prepare 5-6 large posters with various interesting facts, sayings,  

    quotes, or statistics about your topic

-Hang posters in different areas around the room

With Students:

-Give each student 4 index cards

-Have them move around the room SILENTLY & look for 1 statement that interests them, 1 statement they agree with, 1 thing they have a question about, and 1 thing they didn’t know
-Have students SILENTLY write their choices on their index cards
-Have students share what statements they chose in small groups
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Illinois ASPIRE is a State Personnel Development Grant-funded initiative of the Illinois State Board of Education.
All funding is from federal sources.[image: image4.png]
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Resource of the Month
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This month’s resource is The RtI Action Network website.� HYPERLINK "http://ies.ed.gov/" \o "Institute of Education Sciences" �Institute of Education Sciences�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ed.gov/" \o "U.S. Department of Education" �U.S. Department of Education�� HYPERLINK "http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/" \o "What Works Clearinghouse" �What Works Clearinghouse�


The website address is � HYPERLINK "http://www.RTINetwork.org" �www.RTINetwork.org� 


�This website is an amazing resource for teachers, administrators, school personnel and parents.  As described in the cover story on page one, there are an abundance of resources on the RtI Action Network’s website.  Something I found very useful on the website is that they created an “RtI Action Update,” which is the RtI Action Network’s monthly newsletter.  The newsletter is very useful and informational and arrives via email each month.  





To sign up to receive “RtI Action Update”:


 Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.RTINetwork.org" �www.RTINetwork.org�


Scroll down to the bottom of the screen


Click on Register Now


Fill in your name & email address


Click Submit & the newsletter will be emailed to you each  month




















