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	Fast Fact            The typical range of reading differences in 1st grade is FOUR YEARS!  Sadly, this range expands as you get older. (Guszak, 1992).                  
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Fast Fact              If your building does not yet have mClass and is interested in more information about it, please contact me & I will pass along the name of our Wireless Generation Rep.
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	Intervention Overload
As you look over the list of possible interventions for your students, are you feeling overwhelmed?  Many teachers are!  At the Raising Student Achievement Conference 2007, Dr. Alan Coulter presented “No Excuses: Making RtI Work For Elementary Students.”  In the presentation, he stated that it’s best to focus on implementing only 2-3 interventions at a time.  In other words, do less, but do it better.  According to Dr. Coulter, Tier 2 interventions should be connected to Tier 1 interventions.  (Do not add more/new vocabulary for Tier 2 students, who are already struggling with Tier 1’s whole group instruction.)  When picking the interventions your team wants to focus on, choose 2-3 that address as many of the 5 Big Ideas as possible.  Remember, that these 2-3 interventions can be differentiated for small groups with different specific needs.   
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mClass Makes Differentiation Easier
January 11th, 2008

January 14th, 2008

January 24th, 2008

February 15th, 2008

February 19th, 2008

February 28th, 2008

Regional Coordinators/Building Based Coach Meeting                 Steps to Problem Solving – Galesburg                                          Universal Screening & Early Identification – Urbana       Progress Monitoring - Urbana                                Core Teams Meet with George Batsche - Bloomington    Progress Monitoring – Galesburg

 For those of you who are not familiar with Wireless Generation or mClass, it is the company that made DIBELS testing on a palm possible.  Benchmarking & progress monitoring on the palm has made testing faster & more accurate and has made differentiating instruction based on the results easier than ever before.  If you upload your DIBELS data onto the mClass website you now have the option to purchase a new feature called “Small Group Advisor”.  This is one of the “Now What Tools” that helps teachers take their students’ DIBELS data & create small groups & appropriate interventions.  The “Small Group Advisor” actually creates small groups for you using your student data.  The tool allows you to identify the skills that each group needs to focus on, give the small groups names and rearrange the small groups for students who do not work well together.  WAIT…THERE’S MORE!  The very best part of this tool is that it provides you with approximately 25 interventions for each of your small groups.  The interventions, which appear in a short & specific lesson plan format, are printable and free!  
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	Fast Fact                   Interval Reinforcement means that they hear the information at different intervals or times, rather than hearing it 6 times right in a row.                 
Fast Fact              This idea came from “SCORE: Super Closers Openers Reviews & Energizers For Enhanced Training Results” Written by: Rich Meiss & Doug McCallum
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	This Month’s Creative Teaching Strategy

“Just because you said it, doesn’t mean they learned it.”  This is a phrase that most teachers understand.  A recent study from California states that if people hear something 1 time, they will remember less than 10% of it after 30 days.  However, if they hear it 6 times with interval reinforcement, they will remember as much as 90% of it after 30 days.  Here are some key points: review early & often, don’t call it “review” and use a variety of review techniques.  Here’s a great example.  Blow up enough balloons for all the students in the class & write a different review question on each balloon with a permanent marker.  Play music & have students circle around the room.  When the music stops, everyone grabs a balloon.  Students take turns reading the question they have out loud & trying to answer it.  (Points can be awarded for correct answers).  Repeat the activity 3 times.  For the last round, add “extra point balloons” that are a different color & contain more challenging questions.      
Resource of the Month
This month’s resource is a book, Classroom Spaces That Work, by Marlynn Clayton.  The book is a wonderful resource for setting up physical spaces that are conducive to learning & making your best teaching possible.  It includes sections on arranging furniture, selecting & organizing materials, eliminating clutter, creating meaningful displays & setting up a meeting area.  I especially love the chapter of the book that specifically describes growth patterns of children by age and classroom setup implications for those patterns.  For example, it states that 8-year olds love to work cooperatively & are most productive in group activities.  Classroom implications for this include arranging furniture to create groups of learners & creating displays that reflect the work of groups of children more than that of individual children.  You can find more info on the book at www.amazon.com .  A used copy sells for under $15.
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